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Christmas time is here again 

as we celebrate the birth of 

Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Festivities have begun eve-

rywhere for the most joy-

ous time of the year. The 

spirit of giving and laughter 

fill the air and shoppers are 

everywhere.  

September first marked a 

one year anniversary for my 

employment here at the 

Hyde County Chamber. 

What a fabulous year it has 

been! I‟ve learned so much 

and have met so many nice 

people. It has truly been an 

honor to be here to assist 

others, our county, and to 

put on the events we have 

held. I have to be honest 

and say how thankful I am 

and say how much I love 

this county.  

 Whether you are a resi-

dent, member, tourist, or 

someone who has an inter-

est in our county...we sin-

cerely thank you.   

We couldn‟t be a Chamber 

without you. To each of 

you, I wish you more than 

enough of good health, 

wealth and happiness. May 

the New Year surround you 

with love and success in all 

areas of your lives. I wish 

each and every one of you a 

Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This article is respectfully submit-

ted by Melissa Joyner, Executive 

Director. 
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”The spirit of giving 

and laughter fill 

the air and 

shoppers are 

Merry 

Christmas 

Warm Wishes From              

President, Sandra Tunnell 

2010 is winding down for the Greater Hyde 

County Chamber of Commerce. The calendar 

will change but the vision for Hyde County is 

ever strong. As we enter into a new year, there 

will be new faces on the board of directors and 

some familiar faces will no longer be with us. 

Always know that the human aspect of any 

board changes -  new personalities, new ideas, 

new projects -  but the mission is a constant. 

Promoting economic growth and tourism is the 

mainstay for the Chamber. Thank you for al-

lowing me to serve you as President this year. I 

have learned so much about the county and 

people. Without you, the members, there 

would be no organization. Thank you for your 

support and participation. I hope I can apply my 

knowledge and experience to improving next 

year. Working with the board of directors and 

the executive director has been rewarding and 

humbling. The unity and willingness to serve of 

the board has certainly made the position of 

the President much easier than I had antici-

pated. Thank you and I wish each of a blessed 

Christmas. 

Sandra Tunnell, President 



 

The Albemarle Food Bank makes 

their Hyde County distribution on the 

last Wednesday of each month at two 

locations. The Swan Quarter location 

opens at 9:30 am at the O. A. Peay 

School parking lot. The Engelhard 

location opens at 11 am at the Engel-

hard Community Center next to the 

VFD. Members of the Hyde County 

Parish of the United Methodist 

Churches help in distribution.  

 

 

 

 

Musical Seminar At Hyde County Schools 

Director, Randy Hignite is working with Chris 

Weikert and Dr. Latimore to provide this pro-

gram for the school. 

 

On December 2, 2010 Randy Hignite conducted 

a seminar at Hyde County Schools. Over thirty 

students participated in an hour long seminar 

which involved music education and music ap-

preciation. The students sat and listened to 

different styles of music.. They also were taught 

about scales and vocal exercises for singing, and 

basic information on a variety of musical instru-

ments such as piano, guitar, bass, drums, wood-

wind, brass, horns etc... 

They were also taught about treble cleff and bass 

cleff.  The students participated by clapping their 

hands to different time signatures. When asked  

about participating in another seminar all students 

clapped  and seemed very favorable. This the sec-

ond in a series of art related classes held  at Matta-

muskeet School.  Last month movie director Rick 

Dement taught a lecture that was related to the 

schools radio station about film, tv and movies. The 

students involved  produced and  directed their 

own short film.  Hyde County Chamber Board 

Albemarle Food Bank - Hyde County 
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Memberships Renewed 

 

Beacon Printing 

Century Link 

Etheridge Oil and Gas 

Mattamuskeet Fresh Produce 

Patõs Service Station 

Rose Acre Farms 

The Soundside Group 

 

Date:  December 29, 2010 

 

Phone: 252-335-4035 

 

Email: afoodbank@afoodbank.org 

 



   

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

Ponzer Volunteer Fire and Rescue Oyster Roast  
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Date: Janruary 8, 2010  

Time: 4:00pm -   8:00pm  

Location: Ponser VFD  

All you can eat steamed 
oysters for $25. Hot dogs 
and chips will also be avail-
able for $3. See a member 
for tickets.  
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For  more information please contact 252-921-0365 
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NC Ferry  

Traffic Report  

  2010-2011   

SWAN QUARTER-OCRA     

 TOTAL TOTAL GRAND PASSENGERS 

 N.C. OUT-OF-STATE TOTAL CARRIED 

 JULY  1,700 601 2,301 6,254 

 AUGUST     1,340 403 1,743 4,512 

 SEPTEMBER  1,097 276 1,373 3,093 

 OCTOBER  1,041 338 1,379 2,867 

 NOVEMBER  596 95 691 1,398 

 DECEMBER      

 JANUARY      

FEBRUARY     

MARCH     

 APRIL      

 MAY      

 JUNE      

     

 TOTAL  5,774 1,713 7,487 18,124 

     

Y-T-D PREVIOUS YEAR > >           6,031                  14,225  

PERCENT CHANGE > > 24.14% 27.41% 

  2010-2011   

OCRACOKE-SWAN QUART    

 TOTAL TOTAL GRAND PASSENGERS 

 N.C. OUT-OF-STATE TOTAL CARRIED 

 JULY  1453 695 2148 5469 

 AUGUST     1387 630 2017 4966 

 SEPTEMBER  1118 416 1534 3449 

 OCTOBER  1147 528 1675 3387 

 NOVEMBER  640 143 783 1535 

 DECEMBER      

 JANUARY      

FEBRUARY     

MARCH     

 APRIL      

 MAY      

 JUNE      

     

 TOTAL  5745 2412 8157 18806 

     

Y-T-D PREVIOUS YEAR > >        6,150                 13,767  

PERCENT CHANGE > > 32.63% 36.60% 



Board of County Commissioners Meeting 

April   5, 2010    7pm 

April 19, 2010    7pm 

May    3, 2010    7pm 

May  17, 2010    7pm 

June    7, 2010    7pm 

June  21, 2010    7pm 

July     5, 2010    7pm 

August          2, 2010   7pm 

September  20, 2010 7pm 

October        4, 2010 7pm 

October      18, 2010 7pm 

November,   1, 2010 7pm 

November  15, 2010 7pm 

December    6, 2010 7pm 

Hyde Transit Presents The  Holiday Light Tour 
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Hyde County Building Permits 
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JAN 1   0 0 5 

FEB 1 0 0 0 

MAR 2 0 1 0 

APR 1 0 20 9 

MAY 1 0 46 10 

JUN 1  1  31  7 

JUL 2  0 23   9 

AUG 3   3 19   12 

SEP 3   1 11   1 

OCT 0  0  16   8 

NOV 0  0  21   7 

DEC         

A special gift for you and your family. Hyde Transit will be providing a tour of the wonder-

ful Christmas lights in the county on December 21, 2010. We will be serving delicious 

cookies and hot cocoa for the ride! If you plan on attending this joyous event, please call 

Hyde Transit and make reservations 

 

  2010-2011   

HATTERAS INLET     

 TOTAL TOTAL GRAND PASSENGERS 

 N.C. OUT-OF-STATE TOTAL CARRIED 

 JULY  21,504 34,936 56,440 169,157 

 AUGUST     18,784 33,046 51,830 150,532 

 SEPTEMBER  12,829 17,634 30,463 78,067 

 OCTOBER  11,346 16,055 27,401 64,616 

 NOVEMBER  8,059 7,664 15,723 33,711 

 DECEMBER      

 JANUARY      

FEBRUARY     

MARCH     

 APRIL      

 MAY      

 JUNE      

     

 TOTAL  72,522 109,335 181,857 496,083 

     

Y-T-D PREVIOUS YEAR > >       176,965              481,966  

PERCENT CHANGE > > 2.76% 2.93% 



will receive a touch of home this 

holiday season, as they continue 

to serve and protect our great 

Country.ó 

 

 

About SECU 

SECU is a non-profit financial co-

operative owned by its members. 

SECU has been providing the em-

ployees of the State of North Caro-

lina and their families with con-

sumer financial services for over 

70 years. Currently serving 1.6 

million members, SECU provides 

services through 233 branch  of-

fices, over 1,000 ATMs, 24/7 call 

centers and a website, 

www.ncsecu.org. 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

November 15, 2010 

òSECU Supports the Troopsó 

Project Nets 5,000 Gift Boxes 

for Deployed Soldiers! 

 

Raleigh, NC, November 15/ Busi-

ness Wire ðState 

Employeesõ Credit Union (SECU) 

staff and member volunteers gath-

ered in Raleigh on Saturday, No-

vember 6th for a massive packing 

effort to prepare 5,000 holiday gift 

boxes for North Carolina National 

Guard and other NC based mili-

tary soldiers deployed overseas. 

With 180 people on hand, the 

boxes were filled in just a couple 

of hours and a US Postal Service 

eighteen-wheeler arrived to take 

the boxes for delivery. 

 

The gift boxes were packed with a 

wide variety of travel size items 

including dental supplies, soap, 

shampoo, first aid items, travel 

games, socks and food. These 

items were collected in all 233 

SECU branches statewide, and 

many local schools and State 

Agencies also helped with collec-

tion efforts. 

Monetary donations were also ac-

cepted to help with the shipping 

costs. 

Steve Sheppard, SECUõs Raleigh-

NCSU Advisory Board member, 

commented, òI would like to per-

sonally thank SECU for the Sup-

port the Troops Campaign. I was 

mobilized for two tours of duty for 

Iraqi Freedom as a Navy Reservist 

serving with the US Army. We 

were 750 strong but always 

looked forward to our mail and 

especially the care packages. 

Many items in the boxes were un-

obtainable at our bases. The long 

days and poor conditions were 

made better by the magical boxes 

and the thought that someone at 

home cared.ó 

Leigh Brady, Senior Vice President

-SECU Education Services, added, 

òThe idea behind this campaign 

began with a holiday stocking pro-

ject for the troops, initiated by 

SECUõs Roanoke Rapids branch a 

number of years ago. SECU em-

ployee Gayle Pigford led the effort 

and numerous SECU area 

branches joined to collect over 

1,000 stockings for the troops in 

2009 alone, as part of the national 

Boatsieõs Boxes program. When 

SECU decided to initiate a state-

wide campaign, we had no idea 

that the volume of donations and 

volunteers would be so tremen-

dous. We are elated with the re-

sults.ó 

SECU Board of Director Vice 

Chairman McKinley Wooten as-

sisted with the November 6th ef-

fort and noted, òState Employeesõ 

Credit Union, led by its ôPeople 

Helping Peopleõ philosophy, feels 

strongly about efforts to support 

the troops. We are so thankful to 

each and every person who con-

tributed items, money and time to 

ensure that our deployed soldiers 
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CONTACT: 

Leigh Brady, Senior Vice President 

Education Services, SECU 

919-807-8344, fax: 919-807-8348 

E-mail: leigh.brady@ncsecu.org 
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HATTERAS, N.C. – Norm Campbell, senior vice president and Outer Banks regional executive, recently announced that Barrett Bodiford        

has been promoted to serve as the new Office Executive for the Bank‟s Hatteras office. 

“Barrett brings a unique style to the Island market along with his extensive experience in banking,” said Campbell. “He was the right person for 

this position and I am confident that our customers in Hatteras will be pleased with his ability to exceed their expectations. This appointment will 

help ensure the office continues to prosper.” 

Prior to being named to this new position, Bodiford worked for ECB as a business banker at the Avon office for three years. All total, he brings 

with him over eight years of financial experience to his new role with ECB. Prior to ECB, Bodiford worked for RBC Bank under various capacities 

including branch manager in Rocky Mount, NC. As an office executive with ECB, he will be responsible for all aspects of branch operations, ensuring the success of 

the branch, and assisting customers with their banking and lending needs. 

“It has been a pleasure working in the Avon market over the last several years and I‟m excited about the opportunities that lie ahead,” stated Bodiford. “The skills 

and relationships built over the last eight years will prove beneficial in my new position. ECB is truly a community bank and I look forward to helping our existing 

and new customers.” 

A graduate of Appalachian State University, Bodiford is active in the community serving as a Board Member of the Hatteras/Ocracoke Island Chamber of Com-

merce, a Board Director for the Kinnakeet Civic Association, and as a Member of the Cape Hatteras Anglers Club. 

Barrett Bodiford and his team can be reached for further comment by calling the Hatteras office at (252) 986-2131 or by email at Barrett.Bodiford@MyECB.com. 

More information about the bank can be found online at www.MyECB.com. 

About ECB Bancorp, Inc. 

ECB Bancorp, Inc. is a bank holding company, headquartered in Engelhard, North Carolina, whose wholly-owned subsidiary, The East Carolina Bank, is a state-
chartered, independent community bank insured by the FDIC. The Bank provides a full range of financial services through its 25 offices covering eastern North 

Carolina from Currituck to Ocean Isle Beach and Greenville to Hatteras. The Bank also provides mortgages, and insurance services through the Bank‟s licensed 

agents. The Company‟s common stock is listed on The Nasdaq Global Market under the symbol “ECBE”. More information can be obtained by visiting ECB‟s web 

site at www.MyECB.com. 

ECBõs Barrett Bodiford Promoted to  
Office Executive for the Hatteras Office 

mailto:Barrett.Bodiford@MyECB.com
http://www.myecb.com/


Page 9 
Working hard to make things better… 

N.C. Ferry 2010 Schedule 
Schedules subject to change, please visit www.ncferry.org or call 

1-800-BY-FERCedar Island

Bayview   Aurora 

Year-round departures  

5:30 a.m. 6:15 a.m. 

7:00  7:45 

8:30  9:45 

10:30  11:15 

12:15 p.m. 12:50 p.m. 

1:30  2:15 

3:15  4:45 

5:30  6:15 

7:00  7:45 

9:15  10:00 

11:00  12:30 a.m. 

Fare: Free 

Crossing: 30 minutes; 

Pamlico River 

 

Currituck Knotts Island 

Year-round departures  

5:50 a.m. 6:50 a.m. 

9:00  10:00 

11:00  Noon 

1:00 p.m. 2:00 

3:45  4:30 

5:45  6:30 

Fare: Free 

Hatteras Ocracoke 

Jan. 1   -March 29, 2010 

Sept. 7  -Dec. 31, 2010 

Departures 

Departs Hatteras and Ocracoke  

Every hour, 5 a.m. ð midnight  

Mar. 30   - Sept. 6, 

2010 

Departures 

5:00 a.m. 5:00 a.m. 

6:00  6:00 

7:00  7:00 

7:30  - 

8:00  8:00 

8:30  8:30 

9:00  9:00 

9:30  9:30 

10:00  10:00 

10:30  10:30 

11:00  11:00 

11:30  11:30 

Noon  Noon 

12:30 p.m. 12:30 p.m. 

1:00  1:00 

1:30  1:30 

2:00  2:00 

2:30  2:30 

3:00  3:00 

3:30  3:30 

Nov. 2  - Dec. 31, 2010 

7:30 a.m. 7:30 a.m. 

10:30   10:30 

2:00 p.m. 2:00 p.m. 

5:00   5:00 

May 4  - May 24, 2010 

7:30 a.m. 7:30 a.m. 

10:30  10:30 

2:00 p.m. 2:00 p.m. 

6:00  6:00 

May 25  - Nov. 1, 2010 

7:00 a.m. 7:00 a.m. 

9:30  10:00 

12:30 p.m. 12:30 p.m. 

3:30   3:30 

6:00  6:00 

8:30  8:30 

Fare: See One-Way Fares 

Crossing: 2.25 hours; 

Pamlico Sound 

 

Southport Fort Fisher 

Year-round departures  

5:30 a.m. - 

6:15 a.m. 

7:00   - 

7:45   7:45 

Cherry  Minnesott 

Branch Beach 

Year-round departures  

5:05 a.m. - 

5:25  5:25 

5:45  5:45 

6:15  6:15 

6:45  6:45 

7:15  7:15 

7:45  7:45 

8:15  8:15 

8:45  8:45 

9:15  9:15 

9:45  9:45 

10:05  10:05 

10:25  10:25 

10:45  10:45 

11:15  11:15 

11:45  11:45 

12:15 p.m. 12:15 

p.m. 

1:15  1:15 

1:45  1:45 

2:15  2:15 

2:45  2:45 

3:15  3:15 

3:45  3:45 

4:15  4:15 

Cedar Island, Ocracoke, Swan Quarter ð One-Way Fares 

Pedestrian    $1 

Bicycle     $3 

Motorcycle    $10 

Vehicle and/or combination less than 

20 feet in length    $15 

Vehicle and/or combination 20 feet 

Southport-Fort Fisher ð One-Way Fares 

Pedestrian   $1 

Bicycle Rider    $2 

Motorcycle        $3 

Vehicle and/or combination less than 

20 feet in length        $5 

Vehicle and/or combination 20 feet  

Up to 40 feet in length $10 

http://www.ncferry.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December  31, 2010  

Get out and help identify and count the 

birds on Ocracoke Island over a 24-

hour period. You don't have to be an 

expert. Beginners are placed with more 

experienced birders. This is an R. S. V. 

P. event. Contact Peter Vankevich.  

Schedule of Events 

              OCRACOKE CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 
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December 21         Holiday Light Tour 

December 25         Merry Christmas!  

December 29        Albemarle Food Bank Distribution 

December 30        Working Watermenôs Oyster Roast   

December 31         Ocracoke Christmas  Bird Count 

December 31        Saints of Soul Live @ Ocracoke VFD 

Janruary 08        Ponser VFD Oyster Roast 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have an upcoming event you 

would like to include please contact the 

Greater Hyde County Chamber of Com-

merce at (252) 926-9171.  

The New 2010 Christmas 

Ornaments are available! Call to 

purchase yours today! 252-926-

9171  

Our goal is to create a unique series of tree 

ornaments that depict a new theme each year. 

By doing so, we intend to depict a different 

aspect of our town. This yearõs òLimited Editionó 

ornament is now available and is pictured at 

left. 

Collect the entire series for your children, give 

them to employees or simply collect them for 

your own enjoyment. These beautiful orna-

ments are also the perfect gift for friends or 

family that have moved out of the area. These 

ornaments are sure to become a cherished 

keepsake and heirloom. Since they are limited 

in quantity, they will be sold on a first come, 

first sever basis. Donõt wait and miss out on this 

unique collectible! 

 

Phone:  

202-468-2871/202-468-

2871        

Email:  

petervankevich@gmail.com  
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Donnie Blount A A A X A X A  P  X  A  A  A 

Eddie Boyd A A A X X X X  A X  A  X  A 

Kelly Brooks X X A A A A A P A  A  A  A  

Lora Byrd A A X X A A A P A  X  A A  

Julia Cahoon X X A X X X A A X  X  A  X  

Greg Goode X X X X X A A  A  * *  A *  

Jerry Harris X X X X A A A P X A  A  A 

Randy Hignite X X X X A X X  P X  A  A  X  

George Merrick X A A X A X A P A  X  X  A  

Wesley P. Smith X X X X A X X P X  X  X  X  

Sandra Tunnell X X X X X X X P X  X  X X  

Glenda Williams  X X X A X A X  P X  X  X  X  

Carolyn Williford X A X X X A X P  X X  X X  

 

OUTER BANKS FACILITY MANAGER DENNIS MCGINNIS RETIRES  

After 37 years with the National Park Service (NPS), Dennis McGinnis, a second generation NPS employee, will be retiring on Janu-

ary 1, 2011. 

McGinnis, a native of Manteo, North Carolina, began and now ends his career at the Outer Banks Group, which includes Cape Hat-

teras National Seashore, Fort Raleigh National Historic Site and Wright Brothers National Memorial. 

He returned home to Manteo in November 2008 as the Group‟s Chief of Facility Management, thereby following in the footsteps of 

his father, Dennis McGinnis, Sr., who held the same position in the 1960‟s. 

 

As a youth, Dennis spent 11 summers as an actor in The Lost Colony, the nation‟s longest running outdoor symphonic drama, which 

is held every summer at the Waterside Theatre in Fort Raleigh NHS.  His 37 year NPS career began as a seasonal lifeguard at Co-

quina Beach in Cape Hatteras National Seashore.  His career eventually spanned 5 parks in 3 regions and included 13 years of ser-

vice as an active member of the National Type 1 Incident Command Team.  Serving in a variety of incident command team positions, 

McGinnis assisted parks and their neighboring communities on many nationally significant events and natural disasters such as, the 

50th Anniversary of Pearl Harbor in 1991, Hurricane Andrew in 1992, the Yosemite flood in 1997, Hurricane Isabel in 2003, and 

various Presidential visits and other high profile special events. 

 

In addition to his many contributions to parks across the country, since returning home McGinnis has been instrumental in a number 

of key projects for the Outer Banks Group.  He recently supervised two significant, multi-phased Line Item Construction projects 

involving the rehabilitation of the Group‟s administration offices, visitor center and The Lost Colony office building at Fort Raleigh 

National Historic Site and the renovation of the 1872 Bodie Island Lighthouse, one of three iconic beacons in Cape Hatteras Na-

tional Seashore.  McGinnis also facilitated the renovation and improvement of several key NPS facilities at Fort Raleigh that are used 

by the park‟s partner, the Roanoke Island Historical Association, for the production of The Lost Colony. These projects included the 

installation of new light towers, the construction of a new maintenance facility to replace the one lost during the September 2007 

costume shop fire, the reconstruction of the men‟s dressing room, and repairs of the rehearsal hall. 

 

“Dennis has had a remarkable career that has comes full circle with his return to his „home park‟ to fill the same position held by his 

father nearly four decades ago,” said Superintendent Mike Murray.  “Dennis is known throughout the Park Service as an outstanding 

project manager and incident command team member.  The Outer Banks Group has truly benefited from his experience and hard 

work the past two years.  On behalf of his many Park Service colleagues throughout the country, we wish Dennis well in his retire-

ment.” 

 

After retirement, McGinnis will make his home in Manteo, NC. 

 

                                   -NPS- 
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